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NPA,

UNRWA, 

Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,

Colleagues and friends,

I thank NPA for organizing this ceremony and for granting me the opportunity to share a few thoughts with you this afternoon.

We are gathered here to witness the graduation of 139 youth from the class of 2008-2009.

Dear graduates,

It is with honour and great pleasure that I address you today. This is an important day. Not only do we celebrate your graduation, but on a much larger scale: your choice to actively utilize an opportunity to grow and learn. Through education and training, you are enhancing your ability to actively take part in your society.

I recognize the difficulties you are facing. As Palestinians. And as youth. The struggle for your right to work in particular and your right to a life in dignity.

You might believe your struggles are unique, and in certain regards they are, but still, remember, many of your experiences are shared by youth across the world. There are many who have to fight for their rights, among them the right to education (which is stipulated in article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). 

Recognizing what you have been through, it is truly inspiring to see so many of you here today, each of you now equipped with appropriate skills granting you better prospects for the future. 

Dear graduates,

I would also like to take this opportunity to address the female graduates in particular. 

It is with pleasure that I note your visible presence. 

There is a high percentage of females graduating from the NPA programme. (More than 62 % of the total number of graduates are females.) 

As human beings, we all have to play an active role in our societies in order to ensure better living conditions for ourselves, our families, our peers and, not least, for future generations to come. This might be particularly difficult for women, and the hinders women face vary significantly from those men face. Still. Through education, the women present here today are enhancing their abilities to play their role to the fullest.

I congratulate you for pursuing your right to education despite the hinders you have faced along the way as women. And I would also like to remind you all of the important role you have as role models for other girls and women. 

Dear graduates, all of you,

You are making the best of your opportunities, and this is worthy of respect. 

With formal education and informal skills you are empowering yourselves. 

I hope all of you are determined to utilize your newly acquired skills and that you will use them wisely, with thought not only to yourselves, but also to your families, your peers and the future generations to come.

I hope each of you will carry on despite the difficulties that might lie ahead. 

Warmest congratulations to you and your families. 

I wish you the best of luck in your future education, training and careers. 

Thank you. 

