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Oil for Development, the Norwegian Experience.

Abstract
The Norwegian Oil for Development (OfD) initiative aims at assisting developing countries, upon their request, in their efforts to manage petroleum resources in a way that generates economic growth, and promotes welfare of the whole population in an environmentally sustainable way. 

Petroleum plays an important role in an increasing number of developing countries. Oil and gas hold the promise of becoming vital resources for economic and social development. Unfortunately, in many cases it proves difficult to translate petroleum resources into welfare for the people. Hence, many developing countries, rich in natural resources, still score low on international development performance indices and are caught in the "resource curse". 

Norway has been giving advice within the petroleum sector for nearly 30 years. The Oil for Development programme was launched in September 2005. The content of the programme  offer the experience Norway had gained after more than 40 year of petroleum exploration and exploitation.  The programme  focus on resource-, environment- and revenue management. In addition anti corruption and good governance is part of the programme. On request.
The OfD unites the efforts of a range of different governmental institutions representing diverse skills and expertise. A ministerial Steering Committee has been established to formulate strategic directions, guidelines and priorities for the OfD. The Steering Committee consist of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Chair), the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of the Environment. The OfD secretariat is part of the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), and is responsible for coordination and implementation of the initiative. 

The Norwegian embassies play an essential role in the OfD, as extensive development cooperation responsibility is assigned to them. As well as requests for OfD assistance are usually channelled through the embassies, and embassy staff generally appraises proposals for cooperation.

Key implementing agencies include the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate, Petrad (International programme for petroleum management and administration), the Pollution Control Authority,The Directorate for Nature Management and the Petroleum Safety Authority. A range of consultancies and research institutions ase also involved. 

National and international NGOs are involved in the OfD initiative. In 2009, more than NOK 20 mill. were transferred to organisations, which are involved in capacity building of NGOs in the OfD partner countries.

As of 2009, nine countries are engaged in long-term cooperation, while16 countries receive limited assistance.

