Rivers meet
Rivers meet, each from its own mountain.

They grip each other

And mix their song and blood.

Joined, they carry on stronger,

Not stumbling as easily against the rocks.

No one shall cross us dry-shod again!

Olav H. Hauge never visited Lebanon.  But I find that his poem describes well similarities between Norway and Lebanon: The landscape with mountains and rivers.  In few and simple words he also describes how we are all stronger together.  “Joined, they carry on stronger” – this is not only true for the rivers. Joined, we will all be stronger.
For me, celebrating 17th of May outside of Norway, gives a different perspective and dimension to the celebration. It gives me the opportunity to look at my own country through the eyes of others. Looking at Norway and Norwegians through Lebanese eyes, I can clearly see the differences and the similarities between our two countries: We are small countries, we are both young nations and we both have a history of being ruled by others.  We are both nations of travelers with coasts open to the world.  For the last 30 years, many Norwegians have been to Lebanon on peace-keeping missions. This has created deep bounds between our two countries.  It has contributed to mutual understanding and respect for each others’ values and way of living between ordinary Norwegians and Lebanese.  What we experience in Ebl es-Saqi today, is the fruit of the many years of contact.  That so many Norwegian UN veterans choose to come here to celebrate our Constitution Day together with Lebanese friends is a proof of how strong these bounds are. For many it feels like being back visiting family. I am sure that all Norwegians that are present here today will agree with me in saying that when we leave Lebanon, a part of our heart will always remain here.  And let us today join in thinking about those that never made it back to Norway but lost their lives here while doing their peace-keeping duties. 
Fellow Norwegians, friends of Norway,
17th  of May is a day for being together, a day for contemplating on what it is to be Norwegian and to be a citizen of the world:   To contemplate on our values and responsibilities. Let us also not forget that the Norwegian Constitution Day has always been the children’s day. This makes our responsibilities as citizens of the world even bigger: In a globalised world, we are all in it together, and we all have a responsibility to do whatever we can to make the world a better place for ourselves, our children and future generations. Lebanon and Norway are countries rich in nature; mountains, forests, sea, rivers.  This also makes us very vulnerable to human beings exploit of natural resources.  Let us therefore join in our efforts to save our precious nature and our precious globe.
End with 3 X 3 Hurra

